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• line graph 

• bar graph 

• pie chart 

• table 

• diagram  

 
 

 

 

 

Graphic Information & Report Writing  





Useful chart expressions 

 The graph shows / indicates / depicts / illustrates 
From the graph it is clear 
It can be seen from the graph 
As can be seen from the graph, 
As is shown / illustrated by the graph, 
Example: The graph shows the percentage of children using 
supplements in a place over a year. 
Useful time expressions  
over the next... / for the following... (for the following two 
months... over the next six months...) 
from ... to / between ... and (from June to August... between 
June and August...) 
during (during the first three months...) 
 
 

 FROM http://www.ielts-exam.net/ielts-preparation-tips/describe-a-line-graph.html 



http://www.ieltsbuddy.com/bar-chart.html 



Organising your answer 

Write in organised paragraphs 

 Introduction: objectively desrcibe the main bar 
information 

 Identify key features and important trends (by 
grouping elements together) 

 Compare and contrast 

 Look at the supoprting details 

 In a conclusion summarise the most important 
information 



http://www.ieltsbuddy.com/task-1-sample.html 



 

Vary the language of proportions and 

percentage 

 A large number of people 
over a quarter of people 
a small minority 
A significant number of 
people 
less than a fifth 

 77% just over three 
quarters 

 77% approximately three 
quarters 

 49% just under a half 

 49% nearly a half 

 32% almost a third 

 75% - 85% a very large 
majority  

 65% - 75% a significant 
proportion  

 10% - 15% a minority  





Vary the language of comparison 

From http://www.dcielts.com/ielts-grammar/comparisons-academic-task-1/ 



 

• Describe the whole graph fully  
 

• Does not mean note every detail 
 

• Do not include too much information  
 

• Summarise by dividing into its main parts 
 

• Describe the trends 

Selecting Information 



Language of trends 





Expressing Movement: Nouns and Verbs 
 

For each trend there are a number of verbs and nouns to 

express the movement.  

 

• Use a verb of change, for example: 

 

•Unemployment levels fell 

 

•Or we can use a related noun, for example: 

 

•There was a fall in unemployment levels 



 

Describing the Movement: 

 Adjectives and Adverbs 

•There has been a slight increase in the value of the dollar 

 (degree of change) 

 

•Unemployment fell rapidly last year  

 (the speed of change) 

We modify a noun with an adjective (a slight increase)  
 

and a verb with an adverb (to increase slightly). 



Describing the Degree of Change 



Describing the Speed of Change 







http://www.ieltsbuddy.com/prepositions.html 



Expressing Approximation 



 

Describe the information period by period 
•Graph gives the information in five year sections  



•¨first, a gradual increase from 1960 to 1968 

•¨second, a steeper increase from 1968 to 1977 

•¨third, a plateau from 1977 to 1983 

•¨fourth, a drop from 1983 to 1988 

  



 http://www.ieltsbuddy.com 

 http://www.ielts-exam.net 

 http://www.ielts-mentor.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ielts-mentor.com/
http://www.ielts-mentor.com/
http://www.ielts-mentor.com/


End of Section 
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Notes 



Licensing Note 

• The current material is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 4.0[1] International license or later International Edition.  The individual works of 
third parties are excluded, e.g. photographs, diagrams etc. They are contained therein and 
covered under their conditions of use in the section «Use of Third Parties Work Note».  

 

 

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/  
 

• As Non-Commercial is defined the use that: 

 Does not involve direct or indirect financial benefits from the use of the work for the distributor of the 

work and the license holder  

 Does not include financial transaction as a condition for  the use or access  to the work  

 Does not confer to the distributor and license holder of the work  indirect financial benefit (e.g. 

advertisements) from the viewing of the work on website  

 

• The copyright holder may give to the license holder a separate license to use the work for 

commercial use, if requested.  
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