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REVIEW OF AN ARTICLE
SUMMARY AND CRITICAL
EVALUATTION
Read critically
KEEP UP TO DATE
ADIJUST TO CHANGE




Steps 1n summarizing

Quick overview -read all sections
Read without taking notes
Read again and highlight important ideas

main aim

opposing views
methodological approach
textual analysis

= main findings/conclusions
Use your notes ONLY
Paraphrase




Steps 1n evaluating
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES
SPECIFIC CRITERIA

Understand not just content

UNDERSTAND TEXT'S
- U R P O S E

NTENDED AUDIENCE
MAIN COMPONENTS

| N T ERRELATI ON




Specific criterta(l)

AUTHOR"’™S Al M
ACHIEVED -TO WHAT EXTENT
ADDS TO THE BODY OF
K NO W L E D G E
RELATIONSHIP IT BEARS TO
OTHER WORKS IN THE FIELD
WHAT IS MISSING?
1S THIS A PROBLEM?




Specific Criteria (2)

RESEARCH APPROACH
OBJECTIVE OR BIASED

VALID RELIABLE RESULTS

Analytical framework
Clear hypothesis
Argument consistent
Valid reliable and effective

E V I D E N C E
CONCLUSIONS JUSTIFIED
TEXTUAL IMITATIONS



FRead the topic and sample review. Then study the comments on the side.
(A copy of the original artiecle - by Ballard & Clanchy - available on reguest)

Topic
Write a critical veview of Chaprer 2 of Study abroad: A Manual for Asian Smudents. In your review you
should summarise the chavter and then evalnare it. (1.000 words)

Sample review

B. Ballard and J. Clanchv (1988). Stndyv abroad: 4 mannal for Asign stndemss (Chapter 2: ‘Cultural
wvariations in style of thinking™). Lonzman: Malaysia

In recent years. it has become a common trend for overseas students to ravel to Australia to
undertake wmiversity cowrses. Whilst most of these students are very successful in their degrees
(Hawthorne, 2000), some do experience difficulty along the way. Students find inevitably that
domg all thewr study i English poses a sigmficant challenge. Others find that the ways of
smdying can be different from what they are used to in their home educational culture.

Differences in educational culnures are the subyect of Chapter 2 of Ballard and Clanchy’s book
Study Abroad: 4 Manual for Asian Students. In particular, the suthers explore the question of
whether smdents from different eultures think differently. Whilst they admut that it is difficult
\to draw firm conclusions here, they do think that overseas smdents in Ausmalian universities
“often brmg different purposes to ther thinkmg and leamming” (p.9). By this, they mean that
smidents can approach academic tasks in 2 manner that 15 different from that expected by their
lecturers.

To suppert this 1dea, the suthors present a mumber of case studies, In partcular a Tape.ueie
economucs student’s response to the following essay topc: Compare Fredman's views of
economic policy in post-war Europe with those of Samuelson. This student's essay consisted
mainly of blo,@;mph.lcal mformation about the two theonsts without providing any details about
therr respective views. Clearly this approach was at odds with that expected by the lecturer.
The student later explamed that lns response would be the required approach to such a task m a
Japanese wuversity.

In explaming this msmatch of approaches, Ballard and Clanchy propose that there are three
fundamentally different learnmg styles. The first of these 1s a “reproductive” approach. This
involves smdents leaming “by memonzing information, solving problems and following
procedures set by the teacher” (p.11). According to the authers, these types of activities are
typical of high zchool education in Austalia. The second approach 15 an “analytical” one and is
thought to be typical of Australian tertiary education. At this level students are expected “to
question and think critically about knowledze™ (p.11). Finally at post-graduate level, sudents
are required to do independent research and be original in their approach to knowledge. This is
described az a “speculative” approach. The authors believe that education systzms in Astan
countries tend to emphasise the first of these approaches i.e. “reproduction”. Therefore, when
Asian students study I Australia they generally need to adyust thewr approach and leamn to be
more critical and analvucal The problem= in the economics essay quoted above can therefore
be explaned m terms of the smden’s failure to adyust lus appreach.

To remforce their views that these cultural differences in thinking exist, the authors refer to the
work of Robert Kaplan, Eaplan argues that there are five distinct patterns for structuring an
expository paragraph. Of particular interest here is the contrast he establishes between the
English pattemn, which he calls “lnear” — “moving directly from the central idea to

nd examples” - and the Oriental pattem, descnbed as an “approach by
“sentences moving round the topic and avolding any explicit pdgement or
conclusion”™ (p.15)
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Ballard and Clanchy therefore suggest that students mtending to study i English-
speaking countries need to do more than develop their English lanpuage competence.
Thev also need to adapt their smdy behaviour and in particular “to develop a maore
analytical and cntical approach to leamimg™ (p.17).

How convinemg though, 15 this 1dea that Aszian students think in a findamentally
different way? First of all we need to consider the evidence Ballard and Clanchy draw
on to support this view. The case sdies presented seem persuasive, but 1t must be
rememnbered that these are enly small in number and we do not know how typical they]
are. The case of the Japanese student for example, may be quite unusual. In ny view,
more systemmatic and comprehensive research of this issue is needed before any firm
concluzions can be drawn. It would be mteresting for example to try the essay topic on
a large proup of students and find our how they would respond to it. The authors of
the chapter can therefore be criticized here for a lack of evidence to support this view.

Another questionable aspect of thiz article is 1ts implied cultural bias. Although the
authors do mot state that the methods of Australian education are superior, this iz what
is implied from their model of leaming styles. Whereas it is suggested that Australian
students progress from a “reproductive” approach to an “analytical” approach, the
authors seem to think that Asian education does not move beyond this “reproductive”™
stage. Are Asian terhiary students then to consider themselves only as the equals of
Anstrahian secondary smdents? By implication, Azian education is seen a3 an
undeveloped form.

This same cultural bias can also be found in the Kaplan material. His characterisation
of the English pattern as “lmear”™ m contrast to the “circulanity”™ of the Asian pattem
implies that he finds the former more logical. Scholars from Asian countries. which
have their own rich waditions of leaming, may regard this judgement as offensive.
Kaplan may also be accused of serious oversimplhification when he speaks of a single
Onental style of thinkmg. Asia consists of many cultures and languages which carmot
be reduced mto one wniform pattern. By contrast he proposes that there are three
distinct European pattems - English, Fussian and Romsance

A final sherteoming in the article is the authors’ portrayal of how students are able to
adjust their approaches to learming. If we accept the view that patterns of thinking are
conditioned by language and education from an early age. then it 15 fair to assume that
the process of adjustment to a new pattem would take a good deal of trme and effort.
However in the case of the Japanese student, the authors suggest that he only needed t
recogruze that he was approaching essay tazks m the wrong way and “then he was abld
te make the necessary shifts without any great difficulty™ (p. 11). This does not sound
very plausible.

Despite these criticisms, Ballard and Clanchy’s article still has some value and we
need to judge 1t in terms of the authors' purpose n writing 1t. It is not intended to be a
ngorous piece of academic work, but is mtended mamly to assist students in preparing
for overseas study. We can therefore understand why the authors choose to be positive]
about Asian students’ capacity for adjustment, and why most cases are presented
ultimately as success stories. The 1ssue of how cultural differences affect academic
performance nevertheless, remains a complex one, and further research 1s no doubt
required before we can gain a full inderstanding of it.

References
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1. Introduction

Begin with full bibliographical
information of the text reviewed

Introduce the broad issue

2. Summary

Introduce text authors and their main
argument

Focus on the most important points
Summarize the supporting evidence

Round off the key points and
State the implications

3. Evaluation/Critique
Signal the shift to evaluation

Negative comments:

Limited evidence (small sample)
Cultural bias

Oversimplification

Positive comments:
Balance your commentary

4. Conclusion




References

Pam Mort, Lyn Hallion and Tracey Lee Downey. (2005) Writhga
Critical review. The Learning Centre The University of New South
Wales from: https://student.unsw.edu.au/printpdf/191

Writing a Critical Review. Educational Development Unit,
Australian School of Business. (2015) from:
http://wwwdocs.fce.unsw.edu.au/fce/EDU/eduwritingcritreview.pdf

http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/resources/99/Peer-
review_The-nuts-and-bolts.pdf (2015)

What makes a good critical review? Language and Learning
Services, Monash University (2013) from:
http://artsonline.monash.edu.au/aallu/files/2013/03/resources-
good-crit-review.pdf



End of Section

EMNIXEIPHZIAKO NPOrPAMMA
EKMAIAEYZH KAl AlA BIOY MAGHZH - EznA
r e~ 2007-2013

= g Cm
YNOYPTEIO NAIAEIAL & BPHEKEYMATON, NOAITIZMOY & ABAHTIZIMOY e KO KOINONIKG 10

EvpwnaikiEvwon EIAIKH YNHPEZIA AIAXEIPIZH?
Konvuno Te
Sopanciie) @50 e n cuyxpnaToséman Te ENGSac kat e Evpwmaikic Evwone

@00




F inancing

The present educational material has been developed as part of the
educational work of the instructor.

The project “Open Academic Courses of the University of Crete” has
only financed the reform of the educational material.

The project is implemented under the operational program
“Education and Lifelong Learning” and funded by the European
Union (European Social Fund) and National Resources.

* X %

EMIXEIPHZIAKO TMPOIPAMMA
EKMAIAEYZH KAl AIA BIOY MAGHZH Ez "A

* *
* *
* *

i

* 4 *

YNOYPFEIO MAIAEIAL KAl OPHIKEYMATQON

EvpwnaixiEvwon EIAIKH YMHPEZIA AIAXEIPIZIHE
Evpwmaiké Kowvwviké Tapeio

Me ) ouyxpnparoddétnon tng EAAadag kat tng Evpwnaikig Evwong




Notes




Licensing Note

« The current material is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0[1] International license or later International Edition. The
individual works of third parties are excluded, e.g. photographs, diagrams etc. They are
contained therein and covered under their conditions of use in the section «Use of

Third Parties Work Note».
©O80)

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

« As Non-Commercial is defined the use that:

= Does not involve direct or indirect financial benefits from the use of the work for the distributor
of the work and the license holder

= Does not include financial transaction as a condition for the use or access to the work

= Does not confer to the distributor and license holder of the work indirect financial benefit (e.g.
advertisements) from the viewing of the work on website

« The copyright holder may give to the license holder a separate license to use the work
forcommercial use, if requested.
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